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Head 'Into the
Woods' on Friday

“Into the Wioods,” the
Tony Avward-winning
musical by Stephen Sond- |
hedm snd James Lapane, |
will opan Friday al the
WVillnge Players Playhouse
mn Hirmingham.

This production fea- I
tures Dan Hardey of Wa- |
terford nnd Rita Mont-
petit Liegl of Beverly Hills
a5 the Baker and his wife,
whio eneadnter {wiry-tale
characters such as Litthe
Red Fiding Hood, Jack
arwl thi: Beanstalk and
ok e el

Shovws will man 8 pum,
Fridays and Saturdays
through April 5, with
Sunday matinees at 2
pm. March 30 and April
[

.

The Village Players
Plavvhouse is ot S4660
Wioodward in Birming-
hem. Tickets are 16 and
may be purchased by
calling 248-684-5075 or
golng to www |
Lirminghamvillage
| pliyers com
| By Nowey Chipmos Potoers
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LT Thrwit

Inventor Tom Westman, 55, stands with kis SnowPusherLite on March & at his home in Bloamfield Hills, Westman describes the pusher as "more of a snow broom” than & shovel. West-
man, whi bast his job in the aute-supply industry last spring, completed his invention in July and has sobd several hiandned of them.

Westman's
SeewiusherLite
is @ thin, curved
dervice that
pushes lighter
snowiall off flat
wurfaces. (i
wiorks much like
a Squisegee
wolld om water,
he says.

Bloomfeld Hills inventor hopes
his snow tool will clear career path

By ALEX F. EELLOGG
I - WEIETE

Wheen Bloomield Hills resi-
dent Tom Westman lost his
well-paying job ot o Tier | auta
supplier last spring, he nearly
snnk inko the Sobidrams,

But Westman has perked
el up By taking on a sec-
gnd, rather povel careor: in-

WETAOT

With his sididén [ree L,
Westmun, who hos i front of
his hosier a longz, carcular drve-
way that he's Hlmﬁ::ﬂi [15]
shivel for years, gob to think-
ing: Whit would make that job
pasier niest winter?

He already used u large
squecgee attached to a flat
plece of wood, which innova-

THE BIG PUSH

tion was chalked up |:|'. Fiis Two
dnaghters Lo his bet i & Crazy
dnd.”™ In the end, e nvented s
spinadl that m: |Juc-.-.~.!h f= job eas-
ier, hie ingists He enlls it & snow
pashr,

By giving him hope of stay-
ing Mnancially afloat, it is al-
resdy proving quite useful 1o
Wastmunn, his friends and fam-
iy =y It reminds them of whak
haz often kept Americans go
ing in tough times simall,

Ere ENOW, 4
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SNOW | That
white stuff is

easier to push
than to shovel

Fram Page 1

homegrrown businesses.

‘Waestman's mvention, Soow-
PusherLite, 8 & thin, shovel-
like deview that pushes lght
anowinll off flat surfaces. It
works much like n squesges
would on water, he sava

In imstances where 8 snow-
plow wourldn't work and where
o shovel malkes tough work ol a
light fob, he seems to be onta
anmeLhing mavbe.  And
that's a good enough start for
himm For now, he &nys

“Let's fmce i, shovels have
been arowmd forever,” says tho
Bheypar=-0dd  father of two
-|:|||r:|‘|l|-r-t

His dafly pitch starts this
‘wiiy, then, he gets giddy with
enthusinsm, deseribing the nu-
ances of his product. "This
thing doesn toss snow fke a
shiove] wiolald. 8 just puzhes bt
ot of Bhe way.

SIte more of a snow brosm,
for bnck of a better way to put
1." he coneludes

In late January, Wiestman's
den received o boost. His cre-
ation was featured by reporter
Ruth Spencer on WDIV-TV Lo-
cal 4

Instanthy, be went {rom sell-
ng it Lo pelghlbors and friends
here and thers Lo moving more
than 500 units. He's now ship-
ping SnowPusherLites in four
diifferont giwes t6 other pnris ol
thae country on o regular basis
and s=llmg 1L on condsmment in
i heardfod of local mom-and-pop
clres

“It's mome of nn fapdratkon
for him,” says lds older daugh-
ter, hathryn, 22, a senior o
Cakland University living at
b,

*Hoving this brought ham

Waestman makes his way around SnowPusherLites stacked in his garage.
They sail for §19.95-539.95, depending on the width,

i nn g WNDEE | ANCHRORL Dt 1vep Pany

When Westman lost his regular Job, he started thinking about his long, circular driveway thak he had struggled to shovel every winber: What would malke that job easser meat winter?

back to normaley,” she says
“He'a turmed his ife aroumd ™

“T'm all for it,” sxys his wilie
Deborah, G5, of her heshand's
endepvor. A welmasier for
loheer High School she de-
algnicd hitr hushand's 'Web site,
www.anowpusherfite.com

But her job alone can’t sup
port thar fnenaly.

Even if her hushand's inven-

tion doean't pan out financialky
— and she sxye sha's hopeful 1t
widl *there's such & nete
sendap of nocomplishment. ... [t's
a pood leeling.”

With his six-fgure salary
o, Westmnn's coneern bor
his Anonces and his family's
prospects rennkna very real.

The Westmans notice the
rising cost of higherond gro-
ceries now, Lhey sny. Dnces=peg:
ulnr clothmg-shopping trips af
Sameraet bave been nicked for
oo by kis wife, a8 have over-
seas vacations they used to tnke
annaly

Wiestman's snow pusher is
up for patent w ith the U8, pow.
ernment, It's kis bast hope for
now, he says, to help thie nemaly
vl forward

While it can't in fact scoop
anow ensily ke a shovel, be ad-
mits, and wouldnt work on
heavier snows ke some of
those wviwe been hoving e
cantly, bz product showld draw
some interest, he says. Sull, a
patent could cost him between
S10,0080 nnd 20,006, n major
investment on e gambde,

Priced from £19.95 Lo £38. 45,
hiz products cost about the
same as most  moderstely
priced shovels, be says Snow-

PusherLite ranges from 18 to 48
bnehes in width

Made fromi dursble plamb-
ing materials (p pipe srwed 1o
hall, metal trmm, ¢t ), 1L's a Fela-
tviely easy addition Lo a garage
of tosts Flus, while Wesiman
clpan't have a tonof experienocs
in design, he does have experi-
ence N moving o prodoct,
thanks to his decades with the
mito industry,

“It was time for me to get out
of working for the other guy,”
savs Westman, “U'm not godng
to go back and work for hall of
what | used to make. ... Pus,
thsere’s nobody hiring,”

Ep be's nob woiting on any
pie in the sky, e says He
knews his days in the suto in-
(ELSITY [Ure OVET

The gocd news i that a
handful of custonwrs — ke
John Frente, who eo-owns his
fnmily's  hardware  store,
Frentz & Sons Hardware in
Rioynd Oak — are sold on his
prachact

*For the smaller, muiganss
anows that you really dom’
want to get the shoved for, it re-
ally works well,” says the G-
:,'q'\-::'r-u:-':-:i, Fﬂ-rlu;ﬁu_:.' reEsbiril,

Westman  stopped by
Fremtz's store nol Loo long apo

and imterested him o seling
SnowPusherLite on consign-
ment. Freol: says he's sold
more than o dozen in the first
two wosks,

He even uses one Lo chonr the

“For this late in the year, far
enmething to el that well for
o, it says its & good idea”
Conrasr ALEX P. KELLDGG ar
SaR-al - or ehelloged freepress

sidewnlk m front of hiz own
busineas now, b BAVE.
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Ask about our tile deaning

BATHTUBS a¢ CERAMIC TILE
Repair = Remodel - Regloze

With Mhe nation's oddes? end lorgert reglaring compeny you can be
assured of the highes! quenlty workmanship end mafenicls,
VISIY owr shawroom or call For o frea brochure.

UNIQUE
REFINISHERS

(734) 459-9900 B00-235-6557 {115

wrwreuniguarelinlbecicom

WE ALSO
SPECLALITE IN
PLULLING MOLDY,
; SMELLY BATHTLIE
B LINER 5
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